HEARTLAND ROMANCE AUTHORS

A Northwest Missouri chapter

of the Romance Writers of America

P O Box 286

Buckner, MO 64016

2008 Show Me The Spark! Contest

Score Sheet

Total Possible Score:

Entry#__________Judge#____________Total Score:____________

Title:______________________________________________________________________

Category: For Judging Purposes Only (Please indicate Series (S) or Single Title (ST))

Historical____  Contemporary_____  Paranormal/Fantasy_____  Erotica_____

Inspirational_____  Romantic Suspense_____

Judge: Published___  Unpublished___  PRO___

Judging Instructions:  Please rate each area 1-5 with 5 being the highest score.

5=Excellent

4=Above Average

3=Average

2=Below Average

1=Poor

Formatting:  Please use a standard, easily read 12-point font on 20# white bond with one-inch margins for entries made by mail. Online entries follow font and margin instructions.

Mechanics  (5 points)

_____Is this entry relatively free of mechanical errors? Minimal typos or punctuation concerns 

           should be ignored. 

Hook (25 points)
_____Does the opening line or paragraph reach out and grab your attention?

_____Do the first few pages plant a question that sparks your interest?

_____Does the opening begin at a point where your protagonist’s life changes? Is there a   

            dilemma, predicament, challenge or decision?    

_____Do you have a clear sense of the POV character?

_____Is there an unanswered question at the end of your chapter that will compel the reader to  

           start reading the next one?    

Character (20 points)

_____Do you have a clear sense of each character?  

_____Is what the protagonist(s) trying to attain (goal) evident and important enough to spark

            the interest?    

_____Is why (motivation) he/she is trying to attain this goal evident and important enough to

            spark the interest?

_____Is why he/she might not obtain their goal (conflict) evident and important enough to 

            make you want to find out more?

Dialogue (20 points)
_____Does the dialogue serve to move the story forward?

_____Does the dialogue help reveal who the character(s) are? 

_____Does the dialogue suit the time period (contemporary, historical, etc.)?

_____Does the dialogue help to illustrate the mood or tone of the chapter (dramatic, comedic, 

           etc.)?

Point Of View (25 points)
_____Do the description and narrative sections reflect the viewpoint character’s personality

            and frame of reference (instead of the author/narrator’s POV)?

_____Does each character express him/herself in thought and dialogue in a way that is 

           consistent with his/her frame of reference?         

_____Is the POV consistent and clear? If  First Person POV is used, are we seeing things only    

           from that person’s viewpoint, as opposed to the narrator’s viewpoint?  

_____Are the transitions between POV’s handled smoothly? If First Person’s POV is    

            used correctly (see above) award 5 points.   

_____Does the viewpoint character avoid describing themselves (thinking about their own 

            flowing blonde hair, slim figure, etc).   

Setting (15 points)
_____Is there a clear sense of the time frame involved?

_____Is there a clear sense of the physical location from the very beginning?

_____Does the setting help contribute to the mood of the chapter?

Style (15 points)

_____Is the action “shown” to create the most effective emotional response in the reader?

_____Is the action “told” only when necessary to enable the reader to understand what’s 

           really happening, to keep the reader from misinterpreting the action or dialogue?

_____Is the pacing used effectively to maintain interest?       

Judge’s Comments:

